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	PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Richmond Quay Improvements

	Issued
	18 February 2026

	Submissions close
	18 March 2026


Summary of Proposal

Council is proposing to make alterations to part of Richmond Quay to support its use as a Pedestrian Priority Street. 

To achieve this, Council is consulting on a proposal to declare part of Richmond Quay a pedestrian mall under section 336 of the Local Government Act 1974 (Pedestrian malls).
	
The proposed pedestrian mall area is adjacent to the Richmond Quay Development that will contain the Greymouth Library on the second floor.

Plans showing the current layout, proposed layout and a concept image of the space are included with this summary.  


What is being proposed?

Council proposes to:

· Declare the highlighted section of Richmond Quay (as shown on the plan) a pedestrian mall under section 336 of the Local Government Act 1974; and
· Make physical alterations to the area to create a safer, attractive, green and people-focused public space.

The proposal would result in part of Richmond Quay functioning as a pedestrian priority street, where pedestrians are prioritised and vehicle access is restricted to specific approved purposes.  


How would access work?

If a pedestrian mall is declared:

· General traffic would not be permitted to drive, ride or park vehicles in the pedestrian mall area.
· Vehicle access would be allowed only in limited situations, including:
· Emergency services
· Authorised service and maintenance vehicles
· Approved deliveries and collections, subject to conditions set by Council
· Approved events, subject to traffic management and Council approval




Why is this being proposed?

Construction of the Richmond Quay development, including the Greymouth Library, began in August 2024. The closure of part of the street (Richmond Quay) to daily traffic is to allow the area to be transformed into an attractive, green public space.

Consideration was given to keeping the street open to traffic; however, due to the road width required, on-street parking would no longer be possible and the space would not function well for either vehicles or pedestrians.

No additional financial investment is required to carry out this proposed change, as the proposal can be accommodated within existing approved budgets.  If the area were to remain open as a road (without on-street parking), the cost to reinstate the road to an appropriate standard is expected to be higher than the cost of implementing the proposed pedestrian priority street.    


What would change?

If the proposal proceeds:

· The area would be grassed and landscaped to create a green public space.
· Restrict general traffic while allowing emergency access.
· Drainage improvements would be installed.
· The space would be available for pedestrian use and community activities.

The street has been temporarily closed since construction on Richmond Quay and library development began.


Plans

Current layout
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Proposed layout
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Concept picture
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Where to find more information

	Grey District Council

	www.greydc.govt.nz/Haveyoursay/

	105 Tainui St, Greymouth

	03 769 8600




How to have your say
We want your feedback.

All submissions must be through the online submission platform “Have your Say Grey” form or a paper submission form available from Council offices, the library and the Westland Recreation Centre.
You are welcome to speak in person in support of your submission — if you wish to do this, please clearly indicate this in your submission. 
Submissions will be heard and considered at a hearing at Council offices on Monday 23 March 2026.
Submissions close at 5pm on Wednesday 18 March 2026. 
If Council makes a pedestrian mall declaration, any person may appeal the declaration to the Environment Court within one month after the declaration is made (or within further time allowed by the Court).  
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